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Managers Corner:  by Brad Winn 
 

Let me begin by again expressing my most 

sincere gratitude to the families and friends who 

attended the memorial dedication at this past 

Departure Event.  I think when all was said and 

done we had over 80 of you who came for the 

ceremony.  I hope the memorial gives you a sense 

of the impact your loved ones have made upon us 

here at Lewis and Clark State Historic Site.  I want 

to also again thank the Lewis and Clark Society 

and the monument committee, Rex Maynard, Ron 

Goldsmith, Carolyn Dawson and Steve Stunkel.   

What a wonderful Departure Event this 

past year!  Things have been very busy this past 

month and we are just starting to see the summer 

approach with much more activity to come.  Can 

you believe it has been 10 years since the 

Bicentennial Signature Event and deluge of water 

we had that day?  I want to thank you all for your 

continued dedication to our historic site it comes 

out in the comment cards we receive every day.  

We have all been keeping very busy with school 

and tourism groups as well as all the outreach 

programming you have been sending our way.   

 

 
   
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Camp River Dubois Dispatch 
 

 

Progress Proceeding on the  

Lewis and Clark TV Miniseries 
              by Rex Maynard 
 

“HBO finally has named their leading man 

for their Lewis and Clark mini-series: Academy 

Award-nominee Casey Affleck. The show is going 

to be based on the book Undaunted Courage by 

Stephen E. Ambrose, and will tell the tale of 

explorers Meriwether Lewis (whom Affleck will 

portray) and William Clark. 

The series is being executive produced 

by Tom Hanks, Brad Pitt, and Gary Goetzman, and 

since it does not yet have its Clark, will likely not 

see the airwaves for a while. Here is a synopsis of 

this six hour series’ plot, according to Deadline: 

“It tells the story of America’s first contact with 

the land and native tribes of the country west of 

the Mississippi River. It chronicles the epic 

journey of the Corps of Discovery and its captains 

Meriwether Lewis (Affleck) and William Clark 

traversing uncharted territory on a mission to 

deliver President Jefferson’s message of 

sovereignty as they search for his fabled all-water 

route to the Pacific.” 

With a talented actor like Affleck attached, the 

show is off to a good start.” – Deadline.com 

Whether or not you are impressed with the screen 

presence of Casey Affleck (I am), this is exciting 

news for the Lewis and Clark Expedition 

commemorators. It means at long last, after many 

setbacks and delays, the awareness of the 

Expeditions story will be given a huge boost in the 

imaginations of the nation and the world via a 

prominent medium, HBO. People will learn that it 

was not just two men in a canoe that got lost until an 

Indian princess saved them, but a well-planned 

military expedition of approximately 50 men and an 

Indian slave girl. 

Yes, Hollywood will get some things wrong. 

They will be more interested in being politically 

correct than historically correct. They will have 
 

Continued on page 2. 

 

 

Store of Discovery News:   
by Ron Goldsmith 

 

The Store of Discovery is now being staffed 

by only seven volunteers who are able to work 

alone in the store.  One of those is planning to 

move and another is planning to volunteer fewer 

days due to health concerns.  The store cannot 

continue to operate this way.  There must be more 

individuals willing to commit a few hours each 

month if the Society wishes to continue to operate 

the store.  Turning it over to an outside group 

wouldn’t be the answer either since the Society has 

always had to provide the volunteers needed to 

staff the store under any ownership. 

 

Continued on page 2. 
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Volunteers Needed… 

 
      Penny Wants You!!! 

By Michael A. Stout 
 

Announcing a new L&C State Historic Site 

special event.  Sponsored by the Lewis & Clark 

Society of America and Illinois Historic Preservation 

Agency.  The event is titled “Lewis & Clark Frontier 

Dog Walk and Picnic,” Saturday, October 4, 2014.  

(See insert announcement on page 7 of this 

Newsletter) 

I am going to need volunteers to sell water to 

the public, help with registration, monitor water 

bowls for the dogs, road guards for traffic control, 

kitchen help, and staff the L&C Society of 

America’s registration table, and about eight floaters 

to give all the other volunteers breaks and lunch. 

I will be placing a sign-up sheet at the back 

counter with more specific jobs listed and how many 

volunteers at each.  This event can only happen if 

there are sufficient number of volunteers to cover all 

stations.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rex Maynard from page 1 

 

characters express sentiments that only make 

sense in today’s vernacular. And this is HBO, so 

there will be sex; they did it with “Band of 

Brothers”, although they did produce a clean 

version for the History Channel.  

Here is the good part for us. The 

production of this mini-series will inspire people 

to want to learn more. It will whet the appetite for 

information of this amazing journey. It gives us 

an opportunity to help people gain a better 

understanding of the American Experience.  

And we have a unique opportunity to do 

so. We and our nearby sister sites: the Confluence 

Tower, St. Charles and the Westward Expansion 

Museum, are within driving distance of Chicago, 

Indianapolis, Evansville, Nashville, Paducah, 

Memphis, Kansas City and of course St. Louis. 

Hardcore history enthusiasts will hit the trail and 

travel to North Dakota, Montana and the Pacific, 

but only the hardcore. Families will be attracted 

to the many other attractions of St. Louis (Zoo, 

Arch, Cardinals, etc.), where hundreds of miles 

do not separate the fun.  

 

The Challenge by Rex Maynard 
 

Lewis and Clark planned and prepared 

while encamped at the mouth of the Missouri 

River. As the Lewis and Clark Society of 

America, we must plan and prepare. We must 

keep our ear to the ground for the timing of the 

mini-series’ release. How do we arrange to 

market/advertise this unique opportunity? Do we 

try to form a consortium of sister site partners or 

try to go it alone? Should we depend on the State 

of Illinois for guidance or forge ahead as a 

Society? Which medium for marketing would be 

the most efficient and effective? Who is our target 

audience?  

Just like our study of the Expedition, more 

questions than answers and each answer leads to 

two more questions. I am not trying to oversell 

this, but it is coming and will increase traffic for 

all Lewis and Clark Sites. We need to be ready. 

On a personal note, being somewhat 

hardcore, in June I plan on visiting Lewis and 

Clark Site in Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota, and 

North Dakota. I will let you know what I learn. 

 

 

Ron Goldsmith from page 1 

 

 “We Need Store Volunteers!” 
A very small number of people have 

committed an extraordinary amount of hours in 

order to staff the store.  We are now at the point 

though where we must have additional help if the 

store is to remain open. The store is vital in raising 

funds for the Society to fund educational programs 

at the site but cannot do this without your interest 

and help.  Please consider donating a few hours each 

month that would allow us to continue operating a 

gift shop for our visitors. 
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Memorial to Volunteers dedicated May 10, 2014: 
 

A tribute to the dedication and memory of those volunteers 

who are no longer with us.  Their laughter and friendship will 

greatly be missed, but their spirit will not be forgotten.  

Thank you to all who volunteer at the L&C site. 

 

 
 

 

L&C Tribute: Virginia Downer 
 

 

Virginia Alice (Braddy) 

Downer, 78, formerly of Hartford, 

passed away Saturday, March 1, 

2014.  She was born Aug. 20, 1935, in 

Hartford, and married Richard L. 

Downer on Dec. 10, 1955.   

Virginia retired as an 

insurance underwriter for Marsh & 

McLennan in St. Louis. In her 

younger years, she played softball for 

the Wood River Royals and later 

became a youth girls’ softball coach 

for the Hartford Khoury League.  

Virginia was a very active 

member in her local community. She 

was a member of the First Baptist 

Church of Hartford and a longtime 

Trustee for the Village of Hartford. 

Virginia, a graduate of East Alton-

Wood River High School, also 

became a member and past president 

of the school's board of education. 

More recently, she belonged to 

Women of the Moose, the local Red 

Hatters chapter, and Lewis and Clark 

Society of America.  

Virginia was also an avid St. 

Louis Cardinals baseball fan. More 

than anything, she enjoyed spending 

time with her children and 

grandchildren. 

 

 

About a hundred people attended the dedication and stayed to 

enjoy “The Point of Departure Event.”  It was a wonderful 

tribute.  In the days since the dedication, visitors were observed 

taking pictures of the memorial and their special brick. Thank 

you to the Lewis and Clark Society of America and everyone 

involved in organizing and designing L&C’s newest monument. 

 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/moose-club/?personid=170007717&affiliateID=3313
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L&C Tribute: Edward Du Vivier  
 

 
 

Dr. Edward K. Du Vivier, of Godfrey, died on 

May 21, 2014 in Godfrey. He was born in New York 

City on January 27, 1919, the fourth son of Joseph and 

Eleanor (Keyes) Du Vivier. He was raised in France 

until the age of 18 where his American father 

practiced law in Paris.  He went to Avon, then Yale 

University and Cornell Medical School in New York 

City, graduating in 1945. He was in the Medical Corps 

of the Army from 1942 to 1948. He completed his 

residencies in Pediatrics at New York Hospital in 

1950, and practiced Pediatrics with Drs. Pierce and 

Humphrey in Alton, Ill., to November 1988.    

During his practice "Dr. Ned" became Chief of 

Staff and now Emeritus of St. Joseph, Saint Anthony's 

Health Center and Alton Memorial Hospital. He 

represented the Madison County Medical Society as a 

delegate to the Meetings of the Illinois State Medical 

Society for 35 years. He was on the Regional Medical 

Peer Review Board in Quincy, Ill., President of the 

Downstate Pediatric Society, and President of the 

Madison County Medical Society.  

After retirement at age 70, he served for three 

years as Madison County Representative to the Silver 

Haired Congress in Washington, DC. He was on the 

board of the Western Ill. Area Agency on Aging in 

Belleville for 8 years, and on the board of Alton 

Senior Services Plus for 8 years. He volunteered at the 

L&C Interpretive Center, Hayner Public Library, 

AARP and Leisure Friends.  He is survived by his 

wife, the former Marjorie Jeanne Attebery, whom he 

married in 1947, and they had seven children. 

EDUCATION DAY:   

THANK-YOU!!! 
By Pam Imes 
 

I would like to thank each and every 

one that helped with Education Day for 2014.  

This was one of the biggest turnouts we have 

ever had with 700 students.  

Everything went so smoothly it was so 

great to watch.  As I stood back taking it all in, 

I realized again what a wonderful group of 

people I have making all this happen.  This is 

such a great experience for the students 

getting them away from computers, IPods, 

phones and etc. and putting them in touch with 

a wholesome life of frontier life. 

There were only two hiccups, but they 

worked themselves out.  So hopefully, 

everyone that helped out with Education Day 

this year will want to help me out in 2015.  So 

until then, I hope you all have a very happy 

and healthy year. 
 

Class on Medicine and Herbology 
 

We want to do a class on History of 

Medicine in the French Colonial Mississippi 

Valley and Ozark Herbology.  If anyone is 

interested in attending this 2 hour class please 

call the site at 251-5811 and leave your name 

and phone number or ask for Pam.   Ken 

Porter who is very knowledgeable on this 

subject will be conducting the class.  The date 

and time has been set at Saturday, September 

20, at 1 pm. I will have a sign-up sheet also 

where the volunteers sign-in at the back. 

 
Reminder 

 

Remind your grandchildren and friends 

about the “L&C Junior Explorers” or what we 

refer to as “Kids Camp.” Starting June 23-27, 

Mon-Fri, 8:30am-3:30pm, children between the 

ages of 9-11 will be instructed in the historical 

aspects of the L&C Expedition.  Through an 

assortment of hands-on lessons the children will 

learn to start fires, make rope and candles, tie 

knots, journaling etc…  It’s a bargain at $59 for 

the whole week.  To register call the L&C 

Community College at 618-468-7000.  

Registertion deadline is June 16, 2014.   

 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/yale-university/?personid=171133256&affiliateID=3313
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/yale-university/?personid=171133256&affiliateID=3313
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Calendar at a Glance, 2014-2015 
 

 

Open: July 4, 2014 Independence Day 
 

Hummingbird Festival: On July 26, 2014 in cooperation with the Illinois Audubon Society, humming- 

birds are captured, banded, and released.  Event will run from 9 a.m. to Noon. 
 

Open: September 1, 2014 Labor Day 

Closed: September 2, 2014, Tuesday, winter days and hours will be Wednesday-Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

Music Festival: September 6, 2014: Musicians will perform traditional music of the late 18th and early 19th 

centuries from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

The Lewis & Clark Frontier Dog Walk and Picnic: October 4, 2014, from 10-2, a dog walk (10-

1pm) to the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers and back to the Interpretive Center.  In the 

theater from 1-2, a guest speaker will give an informative oration on dogs.  Dog adoption agencies will be 

located in the pavilions.  
 

Closed: October 13, 2014 Columbus Day 

 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner: Friday, October 17th, 2014, in Godfrey at the Lewis & Clark 

Community College, the Trimpe ATC Building, in the Blue Room.   

 

Closed: November 11, 2014 Tuesday, Veteran’s Day 

Closed: November 27, 2014 Thursday, Thanksgiving Day 

 

Arrival at Camp River Dubois: December 13 & 14, 2014, commemorates the arrival anniversary of 

the Expedition. The 212th anniversary of the Lewis and Clark Expedition’s arrival at their Illinois winter camp. 
 

Closed: December 25, 2014, Thursday, Christmas. 

Closed: January 1, 2015, Thursday, New Year’s Day 

Closed: January 19, 2015 Monday, Martin Luther King’s Birthday 

Closed: February 12, 2015, Thursday, Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 

Closed: February 16, 2015, Monday, Presidents’ Day 

 

Garrisons’ Weekend:  On Saturday and Sunday, April 4-5, 2015, between 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. visitors 

will be treated to re-enactors at Camp River Dubois. “The Detachment” will participate in “Fatigue Duties:” 

cooking, laundering, guard duties, and shooting demonstrations.  Visitors are free to roam the camp and talk 

with these volunteers of the Lewis & Clark State Historic Site’s “The Detachment."  In addition to the Lewis 

& Clark “The Detachment” there will be several other military garrisons participating in this weekend’s 

special event. 
 

 

Education Day: May 8, 2015. Be ready for the horde of 4th graders and their teachers. 
 

13th Annual Point of Departure: On May 9-10, 2015, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., re-enactors will portray 

military life at CRD, while artisans will be demonstrating life in the American Bottom.  Demonstrators will 

include: blacksmithing, candle making, soap making, coopering, cooking, spinning, carving, and much more. 
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Answers for Syllables- Puzzle #3: from Newsletter Volume 5 Issue 1 
All words pertain to the Expedition 

 

Mosquito-Ades    (3) mo  squi  to 

Triumph-Conquest   (2) tri   umph 

Replenish-Fill again  (3) re  plen   ish 

Joyous-Happy   (2) joy   ous 

Biography-Life story   (4) bi   og   ra  phy 

Objective-Unbiased   (3) ob   jec   tive 

Approach-Act of coming closer   (2) app   roach 

Obstacle-Something that prevents a forward movement   (3) ob  sta   cle 

Tallow-Soap Fat   (2) tall   ow 

Defiant-Showing disobedience   (3) de   fi   ant 

Elevation-Altitude  (4) el  e  va   tion 

Dilemma-Predicament   (3) di  lem   ma 

Navigator-Course Plotter  (4)  na  vi  ga   tor 

Efficient-Productive   (3) e  ffi  cient 

Beginning-Origin  (3)  be  gin   ning 

Reasonable-Fair   (4) rea   son   a   ble 

Cacophony-Disagreeable sound   (4) ca   coph   o  ny 

Embellish-Adorn (3) em   bel   lish 

Yes man-One that agrees with his superior with no opinions of his own (2) yes   man 

Warrant-To guarantee or to be paid with (2) war  rant 

Pedicular-Pertaining to or infested with lice   (4)  pe   dic  u  lar 

 

Hummingbird Festival… 
By Irma Holmes 

 

If you have questions about attracting 

hummingbirds to your garden, mark your 

calendar for 9:00 a.m. until noon, Saturday, 

July 26, 2014 for the Lewis and Clark State 

Historic Site which will host its fifth 

Hummingbird Festival.  
 

Vernon Kleen (licensed to band birds), 

a team of assistants, and members of the Great 

Rivers Chapter of the Illinois Audubon Society 

who maintain the feeders will be on site.  At 

9:00 a.m. Kleen will give a presentation about 

Rubythroated Hummingbirds in the auditorium 

then will go outside to band any hummingbirds 

which are captured.  
 

Volunteers from the Lewis and Clark 

State Historic Site will supervise a children’s 

activity table which will be located inside the 

building.  
 

This is an interesting and fun event for 

all ages—so come and join us on July 26.  
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Arthur adopted at the Lewis & Clark State 
Historic Site, June 18, 2011. 
 
Water will be sold at this event by sponsors.  

Food will not be provided or 

sold at this event.  Visitors and vendors 

are encouraged to bring their own lunches and 

drinks.   There are picnic tables available and 

visitors are encouraged to throw their blankets 

down and picnic under the trees. Small portable 

gas and charcoal grills welcome.  Water will be 

provided to dogs through communal bowls. 
 

October 4, 2014 
 

 
Points of Interest: 

• Two mile walk from the 

Interpretive Center to 

confluence of Mississippi & 

Missouri Rivers. 

• Older dogs may stroll through 

Camp River Dubois and 

Settler’s cabin. 

• All dogs and their partners 

must register. Registration 

starts at 9:30 am and ends at 

12:15 pm. 

• Dog walk starts at 10 am and 

ends at 1:00 pm.  At 1:30 pm 

road will reopen to vehicle 

traffic. 

• Guest speaker in theater 

starting at 1:00 pm. There are 

only 150 seats available.  First 

come first seated. 

• Dogs will not be allowed into 

the L&C Interpretive Center, 

but will be allowed into theater 

through an exit door for the 

guest speaker. 

• Dog adoption will be held in 

pavilions until 4:00 pm. 

Lewis & Clark  

Frontier Dog Walk & Picnic 
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Volunteer News:  by Cindy Upchurch 

 

Volunteer pins & badges: 
If you recall, our guest speaker at the 

volunteer dinner, Nicole McHenry, passed out 

National Historic Trail pins and badges at the 

end of the evening.  In May, we received more 

pins/ badges that were near the sign-in book.  

I hope everyone that wanted one received a 

pin/ badge. 

As a courtesy, there was a volunteer 

survey next to the items.  Everyone who 

received a pin/badge checked that they used it.  

Several volunteers commented “always”.  

Additional comments included “absolutely” 

and five stars.  

Thank you to everyone who took the 

time to comment on the survey.  Perhaps this 

fall, the site can secure more items. 

Thank you to National Historic Trail 

for providing these attractive items. 

 

 
 

Narrative soundtrack for the blind: 
   Under development by volunteer 

Marty Clancy is a narrative soundtrack for the 

blind.  The track will allow the visitor to know 

what is labeled and described at the various 

exhibits throughout the interpretive center. 

   Marty is working with Mind’s Eye at 

Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville to have the 

narrative properly recorded. 
 

Continued next column above. 

Cake Walk for St. Louis 
 

Cake-way to the West is one part public art 

exhibit, one part scavenger hunt and one part history 

lesson - all adding up to a year's worth of fun 

exploring St. Louis and its metropolitan areas!  

Standing four-feet-tall, each two-tier 

ornamental birthday cake has been decorated by local 

artists and will mark a location of note in our region.  

200 of the locations were chosen by stl250 and 50 

were selected through a public vote.  Cakes in the 

local area include: L&C Tower, Cahokia Mounds, 

Jarrot Mansion, Alton Lock and Damn, Piasa Bird, 

Grafton, Pere Marquette State Park, School House in 

Columbia and the list goes on.  A couple in their mid-

20s stopped by the L&C site and had their photo 

taken by the cake.  They stated that they have 

“documented themselves next to 187 cakes so far.” 
 

 

Check your calendar: 
   Summer is a very busy time of the year with 

travel and family vacations. Check your calendar 

periodically for changes.  When there is a conflict, 

call Cindy at 618-251-5811 and we’ll adjust the 

schedule. 

 

Thanks for your help. 
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Among the Nez Perce 
By Joe Frazier 

 

 The Lewis and Clark expedition spent two 

episodes among the Nez Perce Indians who were 

probably the most important Indians with respect 

to the survival and successful completion of the 

expedition. 

 The Expedition staggered into the Nez 

Perce camps in September 1805 after their 

harrowing struggle over the Lolo Trail, across 

those most “terrible Bitterroot mountains” in dire 

need of food and rest and the Nez Perce provided 

it. They would spend nearly 3 weeks with them 

before they proceeded on down the Clearwater 

River. 

 On the westward trek, the Lolo Trail 

proved to be cruel and unforgiving. On Sept. 17 

they decided that Clark and a few hunters would 

press ahead to find food and 2 days later Clark and 

his hunters emerged onto Weippe Prairie and the 

Nez Perce villages. They were welcomed with 

dried salmon and camas bread and they ate with 

abandon. The root bread produced diarrhea and 

painful intestinal gas. The next day, Clark sent 

Rueben Field back along the trail with food for the 

rest of the expedition. An Indian woman, 

Watkuweis, urged her people not to kill the 

expedition but to treat them with hospitality. On 

Sept 22, Lewis’ hungry and much fatigued party, 

had a glad reunion with Clark who warned them 

about eating too much dried fish and camas bread 

but they were hungry and paid the consequences. 

 They collected info on the trip ahead. Chief 

Twisted Hair drew an accurate map of the rivers 

on a whitened elk skin. The Nez Perce agreed to 

care for their horses and showed them how to burn 

out the center of pine logs to make 5 more dugout 

canoes. 

 On Oct.7 the expedition headed down the 

Clearwater River to the Snake River and then to 

the great Columbia.    

 After leaving Ft Clatsop on March 

23, too early for a quick trip across the Lolo Trail 

on their way back to the United States, the 

Expedition reached the Nez Perce camps. 

 

Continued next column above. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 4, the expedition reached the 

first of the Nez Perce lodges on the NE side of 

the Clearwater River near present day Lewiston, 

Id. They camped with Twisted Hair and Cut 

Nose while Clark was doctoring with eyewash 

and trading for additional horses which they 

butchered. They asked for more food and were 

given roots and dried salmon and as many horses 

as needed for fresh meat. They spent the first 

evening feasting on prime horse meat, smoking 

friendly pipes, talking and fiddling.  

On May 12 they found a good campsite 

on the Clearwater, near present day Kamiah, Id. 

with good hunting, good pasture and fresh 

salmon in the river. They would spend nearly a 

month here. (The Long Camp or Camp Kamiah) 

While waiting for the snow to melt, they traded, 

doctored, participated in sports and sex. In early 

June there were tests of skill and strength and 

athletic contests, foot races and target shooting. 

On June 15, against the advice of the 

Indians, they made a false start over the Lolo 

Trail but had to turn back 2 days later because of 

the deep snow. They left again on June 24, led 

by 3 Nez Perce guides. Led by these experienced 

guides, the expedition made a swift and safe 

passage over these terrible mountains and 

enjoyed the soothing waters of Lolo Hot Springs 

before arriving at Travelers Rest on July 1.  

 

 

The Expedition Splits Up 
By Joe Frazier 

 

 In late June 1806, the expedition 

emerged from “those dreadful mountains” and 

enjoyed a day in the soothing waters of Lolo Hot 

Springs and, from there, proceeded on to 

Travelers Rest. They arrived with 31 men, an 

Indian women, a 17 month old baby and 66 

horses. They rested and hunted until July 3 when 

they split into 2 groups and proceeded on.  

 Lewis, with 8 enlisted men, Drouillard, 

17 horses and 5 Indian guides headed overland 

to the Great Falls and from there to the Maria 

River. 

 

Continued on page 10 
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Joe Frazier from page 9 

 

 

 Clark, with 11 enlisted men, York, 

Charbonneau, Sacagawea, baby Pomp and 49 

horses set out for Camp Fortunate to recover their 

baggage and canoes and to explore the 

Yellowstone River.  

 The Indian guides eventually left Lewis 

after they showed the way to their old camp at the 

upper Great Falls. Lewis then left Sgt. Gass along 

with Robert Fraser, Silas Goodrich, Hugh McNeal, 

John Thompson, William Werner and 11 horses at 

the Great Falls to recover their baggage and return 

it to the lower river. 

 Lewis took George Drouillard, and the 

Fields brothers, Rueben and Joseph, and 6 horses 

and headed out to explore the Maria River.  

 Clark and his party proceeded up the 

Bitterroot River valley and overland to Camp  

Fortunate and recovered their canoes and baggage. 

From there, he retraced their route along the  

Beaverhead and Jefferson Rivers to Three Forks 

with the 7 canoes and 49 horses. And here again 

they split up.   

 Sgt Ordway and 9 enlisted men, John 

Colter, Pierre Cruzatte, John Collins, Thomas 

Howard, Baptiste LePage, John Potts, Joseph 

Whitehouse, Alexander Willard and Peter Wiser, 

took their 7 canoes down the Missouri River to the 

Great Falls to meet with Sgt Gass’ group and help 

with the portage to the lower river.  

 Clark proceeded on overland to reach the 

Yellowstone River with 49 horses, He dispatched 

Sgt Pryor, George Shannon, Richard Windsor and 

Hugh Hall to take the horses to Ft Mandan.   

 His group constructed 2 canoes and 

proceeded on down the Yellowstone with William  

Bratton, George Gibson, Pierre LaBiche, John 

Shields, York, Charbonneau, Sacagawea and 

Pomp. Clark’s group stopped at a large sandstone 

rock where he carved his name and the date, July 

25, 1806. He named it Pompey’ Pillar. They 

proceeded on to the Missouri River to meet Lewis 

and the rest of the expedition.  

 

Continued next column above. 
 

 Sgt Pryor’s horses were stolen and he 

and his crew constructed 2 bull boats and 

proceeded on down the Yellowstone to meet 

the rest of the expedition. South of Billings 

there is a town named Pryor, the Pryor 

Mountains and the Pryor Mountain Wild Horse 

Range. 

 Lewis and his 3 companions explored 

the Maria River until it turned southwest and 

decided it didn’t go further north. This place is 

called Camp Disappointment. On their way 

back they encountered 8 young Indians, had 

supper and camped with them. In the morning 

the Indians tried to steal their horses and guns. 

In the resulting struggle, Rueben Fields killed 

one with his knife and Lewis shot another. 

They then rode like crazy to the Missouri 

River where they met Sgts Gass and Ordway 

and their combined crews coming down river 

in their canoes and the white pirogue. Lewis 

and his 3 companions jumped in the boats and 

really proceeded on to meet with Clark and the 

rest of the expedition beyond the Yellowstone 

River. 

 At Ft Mandan, this group of intrepid 

explorers split up again, Charbonneau, 

Sacagawea and Pomp stayed at Ft Mandan.  

John Colter went back up the Missouri to the 

Yellowstone to do some trapping and became 

what is known as a Mountain Man. Lewis, 

Clark and the rest returned to St Louis and 

lived happily ever after. (For a while). 

 

 
 

Thank you Joe for the articles. 
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