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Manager’s Corner:  
by Brad Winn 

 

I thought I would comment just briefly on the 

recent budget address and specifically what it 

means for the Illinois Historic Preservation 

Agency.  The Governor’s FY 16 Budget Address 

earlier this month proposed the absorption of the 

Historic Sites division into the Department of 

Commerce and Economic Opportunity.  For those 

of you unfamiliar with this agency, they are in part 

tasked with state wide tourism.   

What does this mean for us?  First I will stress that 

at present it means nothing more than a proposal.  

This address outlined the Governor’s agenda for 

the coming fiscal year and the sacrifices that must 

be made to see a return to our state’s financial 

success.  The matter will then move to the General 

Assembly where it will be discussed and 

eventually, later this Spring, lead to a budget for 

the coming year.  The bottom line is that we are 

unsure exactly what will happen and there are 

plenty of rumors out there all of which are just 

rhetoric until the budget is passed.  Many of the 

details have yet to be fleshed out and until then I 

choose to focus on what we are dealing with now.   

We are facing an extreme situation for the 

remainder of the FY 15 fiscal year as we attempt 

to stretch the remaining state general revenue 

funds as far as they can go without the possibility 

of a supplement to shore up the cuts from last 

summer.  I have been asked to submit a proposal 

for the coming summer season with the prospect 

of no seasonal help and the subsequent impact that 

would have on the site’s operations.  What that 

means is we will most likely not be going to a 

seven days a week operation in the late to mid 

spring, it means that we will have to consider 

carefully the amount of programming and events 

we are able to offer.  We have made small 

adjustments to our site’s educational and 

interpretive programming to save money and will 

be as fiscally responsible as we can with the fund 

given to us by the Lewis and Clark Society.  

Thanks to the Society’s support of our educational 

and programming effort we expect another 

successful year. 

I know all of you will remain committed to 

helping us provide the best possible service and 

education to our visiting guests we can offer.  I 

know you will all continue to lend your support 

and voice in defense of the value of ALL our 

state’s historic sites and museums.  You can also 

count on the fact that Cindy, Mike, Pam, and 

myself will continue to work hard to put our best 

effort forward in maintaining the integrity of site 

programming and visitor experience that we have 

all worked to uphold for the last 13 years.   Please 

let your elected officials know the value you place 

on our historic sites and let them see the return is 

worth their investment in us. 

 

President’s Corner: 
by Rex Maynard 

“Nothing Uniform…” 
 

Dennis Nichols, the first Sgt. Ordway of 

our Camp River Dubois Detachment, often said, 

“There’s nothing uniform about uniforms.” The 

gist of the veteran re-enactor’s statement was that 

in the historic past, uniformity was a less rigid 

standard than we think of today. Even today, 

differences in modern uniforms can be noticeable 
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to a discerning eye. Made with precision 

machinery, the uniforms we see today approach 

visual equality. As these garments age and 

weather, experience the individual habits of the 

wearer and are fitted to disparate body types all 

wearing the standard cuts, style, and sizes, they 

will degrade in different ways, resulting in non-

uniformity.  

 
 

(Notice the hats of our two Sgt. Ordways. 

The dears’ tails are not on the same side.) 

 

Government contracts for uniforms in 

those emerging industrial days of 1803 were 

awarded to those who could make their quota the 

fastest and the cheapest. Clothier skills were not 

as important as speed and cost, and if the 

contractor could find a way to cut a corner and 

lessen his expenses...well, it was a sore 

temptation. Less skilled tailors, a change in the 

dye formula, subpar cloth, and a little money to 

grease the palm of the government purchasing 

agent could result in a windfall of profit and very 

non-uniform uniforms.  

 Graft and corruption were only one factor 

in the production of dissimilar sets of official 

regalia. By the time of the Lewis and Clark 

Expedition, most cloth was of varying qualities 

and produced in mills using early technology and 

child labor. Each dye vat would have produced its 

own unique shade depending on the care of dyer 

and available ingredients. Each piece of the 

uniforms was hand-cut, hand-sewn, and 

eventually had to be hand-fitted by the recipient 

soldier. The tailors, seamstress, and seamstresses 

were individuals of varying skill levels and work 

habits, as in any occupation, then and now. Some 

always produced quality work, some were 

inconsistent and some should not have been 

allowed to pick up a needle. (I would have been 

the latter.) 

 However, most of this non-uniformity 

would only be a concern to modern eyes. We have 

seen how identical clothing is mass produced, but 

200 years ago they had no idea of the technologies 

that awaited them in the production of clothes 

…or food, communication and transportation for 

that matter. They were impressed with the near 

likeness they achieved. Very few people had 

glasses, so the differences would have been 

indiscernible to most. This may help explain part 

of the exhilaration of seeing soldiers on parade, 

when men dressed alike and moved in concert as 

a single body. In this instance, the whole is greater 

than its parts. Parades and fireworks were an 

important part of early American celebrations.  

 We know that this sight of marching 

uniformed men was impressive to the native 

peoples that the Corps of Discovery encountered. 

In order to impress the tribal councils, the captains 

would distribute gifts, show off the air gun and 

march the uniformed men - the enlisted men in 

their blue coats and the volunteers in their nutmeg 

brown coats. Nearly identically dressed men 

moving at a command from a single leader must 

have seemed like a blue and brown monster to the 

independent minded Stone Age peoples. It would 

have been a concept very foreign to their culture 

and a little scary. 

 Uniformity was helpful to the Corps, but it 

was not the spark that ensured the success of their 

mission. It was not uniformity, but unity that 

carried the day. As role models, two captains who 

were very different men, acted in complete unity 

without a hint of discord, and were completely 

focused on the goal. Another key was the training 

at Camp River Dubois under the able direction of 

Sgt. Ordway. Discipline was instituted at this 

“boot camp” and perfected on the keelboat leg of 
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the journey where they dealt severely with the 

enemies of disunity, insubordination and 

desertion. Unity was not achieved by all members 

looking alike, but by all striving for the common 

goal. It is a lesson many organizations need to 

learn.  
 

General Wilkinson Bio       by Jerry Peel 

 

General James Wilkinson was born in 

1757 in Virginia. His family owned a 500 acre 

plantation, the smallest in the area where they 

lived. The Wilkinson’s were not very good 

farmers. They spent more money than they had, 

trying to keep up with their large plantation 

neighbors. The Wilkinson’s were always in debt. 

  

 

James had no formal education, but he did 

have the ability to impose his trickery on many 

people. Somewhere he must have studied, read 

books, watched people, and listened. He was very 

persistent. People did what he asked.  

 His military career started when he was 

19. He enlisted in the continental army at the 

beginning of the American Revolutionary war. He 

served under General Gates. Somehow he got on 

General Gates’ officers staff. Gates had to stand 

for an inquiry (court martial) because of poor 

battle field judgment, which James Wilkinson had 

given to General Gates. When James was 

questioned about this by the court, he denied he 

had any part in it. He went on and testified against 

General Gates. The outcome was General Gates 

was relieved of his duties. 

 Everyone wondered, why did James turn 

on General Gates?  James continued advancing in 

rank in the army. By the end of the Revolutionary 

war he had made Brigadier General. 

 At about this time (don’t know for sure) 

General Wilkinson became a spy for the Spanish 

government, working with their agents in Mexico. 

His identification was Agent 13. No names were 

ever used. All communication was done by letters 

written in code, carried by a courier. The payment 

of money from Mexico to General Wilkinson was 

by his man, no paper work. 

 The four presidents, George Washington, 

John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James 

Madison were said to have knowledge of 

Wilkinson being a spy for Spain, even as he was 

serving as a General in the U.S. Army. All four 

presidents had the opportunity to dismiss him 

from his duty, and charge him with treason. Each 

president was in office when the General was 

called for an inquiry. Four times the General was 

called to an inquiry.  

 The reason the presidents didn’t dismiss 

the General was they all had a fear that some 

General of the Army would take over the 

government. The army and the government were 

always disagreeing on “in peace time, should 

there be a standing militia? And how big should 

the standing army be?” The Presidents knew that 

the General would never overthrow the 

government. “He didn’t have the nerve!” 

 In his entire military career, the General 

was trying to get the people from Kentucky and 

Tennessee to leave the United States. To go south, 

follow the Natchez Trace Trail, stop at Natchez, 

and form not a new county, not a new state, but a 

new country. And call it Transylvania. If they did 

this the Spanish government would pay for this to 

happen. 
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 The people from Kentucky and Tennessee 

may have thought about this because they were so 

far away from Washington D.C. It took 30 to 60 

days to get there, even the mail took 30 days. It 

took 30 days to get info on changes in the law, 

taxes, and other news. The people felt they were 

not part of the U.S. Also the Spanish government 

had closed down the Mississippi River to U.S. 

people. Now they could not get their products to 

market. One episode to come out of this feeling of 

the people was the following. 

In 1794 or 1795, Aaron Burr got all of the 

aristocrats and other money people of New 

Orleans to rise up and separate themselves from 

the Union. Also he got Wilkinson to commit 

himself and his army. On the day of the uprising 

Aaron Burr had all of his people ready to march. 

No General Wilkinson or his army! 

After the uprising didn’t happen, the 

Treaty of San Lorenzo was signed. This was 

Spain’s formal yielding of the territory to the 

United States in 1795. This opened up the 

Mississippi river to the people of Kentucky and 

Tennessee. Now they could ship their produce and 

goods up and down the river. This activity (the 

uprising) caused General Wilkinson to receive 

another invocation to attend a military inquiry. 

How a military inquiry is set, a panel of 7 

officers are called to sit on the panel. The Code of 

Military Justice states that the officers doing the 

inquiring must be officers of his peers. General 

Wilkinson would use this regulation to tie up his 

panel, for he knew there weren’t enough generals 

that were his peers. This meant they would have 

to go to low rank officers, and this would give him 

an advantage, for some of these officers had 

served under him. He would do anything to keep 

the panel stirred up. He lied a lot too. He won the 

inquiry. 

He never won a battle, but he never lost an 

inquiry, 4-0. The problem here was all these cases 

should have gone to a civil court. 

On December 19, 1809, General 

Wilkinson was suspended from command of the 

U.S. Army by President Madison. His military 

career ended on April Fool’s Day 1813. James 

Wilkinson, in all of his civilian and military life, 

was a man of many secrets. He was a spy for 

Spain, a schemer, a con-man always trying to get 

people to buy land that was in the flood plains, 

near a river where the banks cave in, and the roads 

turn into mud. Almost all the people lost their 

money, even his wife’s family. He had no shame. 

He was the United States’ first real con-man. 

General Wilkinson died December 28, 1825. 

There is one connection with the above 

and the Lewis and Clark Expedition. The Spanish 

government from Mexico sent out a troop of 

cavalry to find Lewis and Clark. Four times they 

sent out troopers, but never found them. At one 

place they were only two weeks apart. 

 

Sources:  A. Thomas Hay and M.R. Werner, The 

Admirable Trumpeter: A Biography of General 

James Wilkinson. (Doubleday, 1941). James 

Jacob, Tarnished Warrior: Major James 

Wilkinson. (MacMillan, 1938). 

 

New Intern: Elizabeth Papp 
 

 
 

My name is Elizabeth Papp and I’m the 

newest intern at the Lewis and Clark State 

Historic Site. I’ve been volunteering here 

regularly every Sunday with my mother since the 

fall of 2008. I am now a history major and 

anthropology minor in my junior year at SIUE. I’ll 

be splitting my time as an intern between Lewis 

and Clark Site and the Cahokia Courthouse and 
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Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia. I’m excited to 

continue working and learning here at Lewis and 

Clark. Below, a picture of Liz volunteering at 

Camp River Dubois in 2014.   

 

 

Store of Discovery News 
          by Karen McDanel

  

 The weather has been a little better this 

winter and sales are up slightly in the store. We 

have several new items for sale: a campaign desk 

(portable desk) complete with ink, nibs and pens. 

It was purchased from Authentic Models, which 

sells quality merchandise for the discriminating 

buyer. We have also reintroduced inks and the 

palette for pens from this company. 

We have a new book from Bill Iseminger 

called “Identifying and Understanding Artifacts 

from Illinois and Surrounding States,” and one 

called “Roadtrip with a Raindrop” by Gayle 

Harper about the 90 days it takes a raindrop to 

travel the Mississippi River from one end to the 

other. 

 

 
We would like to thank Ed Mueth for all 

his help with our accounting over the past few 

years. He retired from the store at the end of last 

year. He will be greatly missed. 

 

Volunteer News:        by Cindy Upchurch 
 

Mary and Liz Papp decorated the bulletin 

boards in the kitchen. Pictures of Eagle Days were 

provided by Tina Lindquist (2-Mom’s 

Photography). Thank you to everyone. 

Our newest intern Liz Papp volunteered 

this year at the Jarrot Mansion Christmas special 

event in Cahokia.   

 

 
Cahokia’s site maintenance man Jeff Winter 

dressed up as St. Nicholas for the visitors at the 

Jarrot Mansion. 

 

 
Stanley Horton played his dulcimer to add to the 

festive atmosphere at the Jarrot Mansion. 
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Thank you for the food and Toys for Tots 

donations during the Jarrot Mansion’s special 

event. 

 

Announcements: L&C Field Trips 
 

Louisiana Purchase Exhibit: On March 

31 (Tuesday) a small research group is going to be 

in St. Louis. About 11:00, we will be at the 

Missouri Historical Museum at 5700 Lindell 

Blvd. to view the Louisiana Purchase Exhibit. 

Free to the public. 

It is not often that there are real L & C 

artifacts on display, sign up and visit the museum. 

We’ll rendezvous and enjoy the display together.  

There is a sign-up sheet back by the sign-in books. 

Everyone is on their own for transportation and 

lunch. 

Questions? Ask Cindy, 618-251-5811. 

 

Colonial Cahokia Complex: Maybe 

around June, we’ll do another field trip, this time 

to Cahokia Courthouse, Jarrot Mansion, and the 

Martian Boismenue House.  As the L & C site is 

managing these sites also, it would be nice to 

explore and learn about their role in history. This 

site is located in Cahokia; off highway Route-3. 

 

Announcement: What’s for Supper? 
 

Please mark your calendars. This year’s 

volunteer dinner is at a different venue; a little 

closer to home for most of you. I asked around 

and took an informal survey.  Everyone felt they 

wouldn’t mind a change. 

 

Place: Julia’s Banquet Center 

            101 East Gate Plaza 

            East Alton, IL 62024, 618-251-2001 

Date: October 13 (Tuesday), 2015 

Time: Doors open at 5:30…Food served at 6. 

Menu: Lemon herb chicken or roast beef, salad, 

mashed potatoes, carrots & fried apples + 

dessert. 

 

Also at the Volunteer Dinner, Joyce and 

Jerry Bort will take donations again this year.  In 

addition to canned food, they can collect gloves, 

hats and blankets. 

 

Announcement: Reschedule  
 

 February 21, Eagle Day special event at 

the Lewis & Clark Confluence Tower was 

cancelled due to inclement weather.  It has been 

rescheduled for March 7, 2015.  For details call 

618-465-6676.   
 

Announcement:  

Carolyn Dawson is moving on…    

 

 

 
Carolyn Dawson is leaving the area and 

moving just south of the little town of VanBuren, 

Missouri.    We’ll miss you, Carolyn.  Thank you 

for all your volunteer hours, serving on the board 

and good times.  We hope to see you back here for 

Education Day! 
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L&C Tribute: 
 

Andrew “Andy” M. Batchelor 

 

Andrew “Andy” M. Batchelor, age 65, 

passed on Saturday, November 29, 2014, at 

Rosewood Care Center in Alton, after a long battle 

with heart failure. He was born on October 20, 

1949, in Alton, IL, the son of the late Clarence D. 

and Dorothy D. (Mitchell) Batchelor. Andy was 

the owner and operator of Andy's Auto Body for 

more than 40 years retiring in 2007. He was a 

former member of Cherry Street Baptist Church 

in Alton, a board member of the Boy Scotts of 

America, trustee for Foster Township, and a 

regular community volunteer. Batchelor, a 

lifelong Cardinals fan, was born and raised in  

Alton, and was proud of his rural farm community 

roots. 

 In his retirement he had returned to his 

love of the farm and began raising chickens and 

gardening produce, popcorn, and Christmas trees 

- for fun - donating much of his produce to the 

local crisis center to benefit those in need. He also 

enjoyed writing and was a regular contributor for 

the Alton Telegraph. His greatest joy was 

spending time with his children and 

grandchildren.  

He is survived by his wife of 44 years, 

Nancy (Miller); two children, their families, and 

extended family members. 

 

 

Leslie L. "Lee" Vick  

 

Lee, 84, born Dec. 22, 1930, in Mounds, 

Ill., died Friday, Feb. 13, 2015.  Lee was first and 

foremost a family man, and on Feb. 6, 2015, he 

celebrated his 65th wedding anniversary with his 

beloved wife, Lila Vick.   

 

 
 

Lee proudly served in the U.S. Navy 

during the Korean War in 1950-51 and worked for 

Union Electric (Ameren) for 40 years.  He also 

volunteer for many years at the Cahokia Mounds 

State Historic.   

He and Lila were members of the 

American Volkssport Association and trekked in 

all 50 states.  For several years, Lee and Lila took 

care of the Volksmarch notebook and information 

at the L&C site. 
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WUZZLES 

                             A disguised work, phrase, saying etc.                Example          

 

 

 

            Too good to last 

 

 

                1. ________         2.____________ 

 

               3.___________   4.______________ 

                                                                                                                     

 

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

               5._________           6.__________           7._______________ 

                    8.___________ 

 

 

 

           9.______________     10.__________                                               

 

                                          11.__________          12.____________ 

 

 

 

          13. _________ 

                                      14._________ 
     
         16.______________ 

 

                     

         15._______________     

           

 

 

                  

                                                                                       

            17._______________                                    19._________ 

                

                                                  18.____________                           20._______________ 
 

 

 

  ihiti 

    TACK 

SHE  SHE 

      D 

      O 

DOUBLE 

      B 

      L 

      E 
NATIONATION 

 

 chicken 

 cooked 

 

 

    P 

      I 

         T 
ARIHTMETIC 

  E 

  L 

  K 

  C 

  U 

  B 

Appearing Judge  Standing R   O 

O   N 

O   L 

M  Y 

REACTION 

BABY 
BAY 

  ET  STREET 

 

  DINER 

 STREET 

 

 STREET 

 

_____FILL_____ 

SHE   SHE 

    TIME 

  H   H 

  A   A 

  N   N 

  D   D 

   

MCAUY 

old times’ sake 

old times’ sake 

old times’ sake 

old times’ sake 

Good Good 

  Last Last 
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Cahokia’s Postmaster John Hay or John Hays?  By Michael Stout 
 

It is easy to see how these two men can be confused. Captain Lewis writes to Thomas Jefferson: “I arrived at 

Cahokia on the 7th and immediately took occasion to make myself acquainted with Mr. John Hay (the Post Master of 

this place) …” (Letters of Lewis and Clark Expedition, Donald Jackson, 1978, vol. 1:144.)  

Lewis has just met John Hay the postmaster of Cahokia, but did he? According to the U.S. Postal Department 

records from October 1789-July1818, Cahokia Sheriff, John Hays was appointed postmaster of Cahokia on April 1, 

1802.  If the postal records are true, then did Lewis meet John Hays who had introduce himself as the postmaster of 

Cahokia or did Lewis forget to add the “s” at the end of “Hay” in his letter to Jefferson, or did he really meet John Hay 

the Cahokia Courthouse clerk?  John Reynolds, 4th Governor of Illinois, stated that “He (Hays) held the office of 

postmaster in Cahokia so long that ‘the memory of man’ scarcely ‘runneth to the contrary.” (The Pioneer History of 

Illinois, John Reynolds, 1887: 224)  Through Lewis and Clark’s interaction with Hay and Hays it is believed that the 

Hay and Hays question is clear when Clark writes on September 23, 1806, “as the post had departed from St. Louis 

Capt Lewis wrote a note to Mr. Hay in Kahoka to detain the post at that place until 12 tomorrow was later than his 

usial time of leaving it. (The Definitive Journals of Lewis & Clark,, Gary E. Moulton, 1986, vol. 8:371)  Oh but wait, 

Clark writes on September 24, 1806, that he sent letters to Cahokia and have “delivered them to Mr. Hays.” (The 

Journals of Lewis & Clark, Moulton, 1986, vol. 8: 371)  It looks like even Clark doesn’t know if it is Hays or Hay!  

Hay’s Biographical Sketch:    Hays’ Biographical Sketch: 
 

Parents:   English & French     Jewish Father Baruch Hays 

Birth:   May 8, 1769      1770 

Birth Place:   Detroit       New York 

Immigrates to Cahokia: 1793       1793 

Employment:  Clerk wealthy commercial house in Montreal  Clerk in Canada 

    Fur Trader with the Northwest Company   Fur Trader Northwest Canada 

           Agent and Clerk for Todd & Hays- 

Business Partner: Todd & Hays: Partnership ended after Todd’s death. Until Todd’s death. 

    Clerk of the Orphans’ Court, 1799-1817   Farmer (Land in Common Field) 

    Clerk of the Quarter Sessions, 1800   County Sheriff, 1798-1818 

    Treasurer of St. Clair County, 1800   Postmaster, Cahokia, 1802-22 

    Clerk of the court of the Common Pleas, 1805  Indian Agent, Ft. Wayne, Ind.1822 

    Clerk of the County Court 1800-09 

    Justice of the Peace & Judge of Probate Court, 1809-42  

Laid out E. St. Louis, 1818 

1837, renamed Mechanicsburg to Mascoutah 

Pay:   Clerk Common Pleas, $12.00, 1809   $ 32.50/year, 1809 

    Justice of the Peace, $23.02, 1809 

Employment Location: St. Clair County Courthouse, Cahokia   St. Clair County Courthouse Cahokia 

Marriage:  1797: Margaret Pouport of Cahokia   Louise Bruyet of Vincennes 

Holy Family Burials: April 9, 1813 age 2 months    Jan. 20, 1814 age 11 days 

Cahokia Address: 3rd & Green Streets (Moved 1819)    3rd & Plum Street (Moved 1822) 



10 

 

 

 

Calendar at a Glance, 2015 
 
 

Education Day: May 8, 2015. Be ready for the horde of 4th graders and their teachers. 
 

13th Annual Point of Departure: On May 9-10, 2015, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., re-enactors will portray 

military life at CRD, while artisans will be demonstrating life in the American Bottom.  Demonstrators will 

include: blacksmithing, candle making, soap making, coopering, cooking, spinning, carving, and much more. 

Encampments will include the English and War of 1912 Americans. 
 

Open: July 4, 2015 Independence Day 
 

4th Annual Hummingbird Festival: On July 25, 2015 in cooperation with the Illinois Audubon Society, 

hummingbirds are captured, banded, and released.  Event will run from 9 a.m. to Noon. 
 

 

Music Festival: September 5, 2015: Musicians will perform traditional music of the late 18th and early 19th 

centuries from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

The Lewis & Clark Frontier Dog Walk: September 26, 2015, from 10-4, a dog walk from the L&C 

Interpretive Center to the L&C Tower and back.  
 

Closed: October 12, 2015 Columbus Day 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner: October 13, 2015, Door is open at 5:30 and dinner starts at 6:00.  New 

location, Julia’s Banquet Center 101 East Gate Plaza East Alton, IL 62024. Contact Cindy at 618-251-5811 

for any question.   Menu: Lemon herb chicken or roast beef, salad, mashed potatoes, carrots & fried apples 

+ dessert. 
 

Arrival at Camp River Dubois: December 12 & 13, 2015, commemorates the arrival anniversary of the 

Expedition. The 212th anniversary of the Lewis and Clark Expedition’s arrival at their Illinois winter camp. 
 

Closed: November 11, 2015 Wednesday, Veteran’s Day 

Closed: November 26, 2015 Thursday, Thanksgiving Day 

Closed: December 24, 2015 Friday, Christmas Day 

 

 

Answers to WUZZLE Puzzles 
 

  1. Hit between the I’s (eyes)    2. She’s under attack  3. Double cross 

  4. United Nations    5. Overcooked chicken 6. Pitfalls 

  7. An error in arithmetic   8. Buckle Up    9. Appearing before a Judge 

10. Standing alone   11.  Standing Room Only 12.  A big reaction 

13.  Little rock    14. Bayonet   15. Dinner on Second Street 

16. Fill in the Blanks   17. She’s right on time 18.  Hands down 

19.  See you in May   20.  For old time’s sake 
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