
S PELLING AC T I V I TY

At the time that Lewis and Clark wrote in their journals, dictionaries did not yet exist.
This meant that they we re cre a t i ve with their spelling and grammar. In this activity, students
will match cre a t i vely spelled words with their contemporary spellings. (After the matching
activity is a sheet that lists the quotes the words came fro m ) . They will also identify cre a t i ve
spelling and grammar in excerpts from Lewis and Clark’s journals. A list of definitions is
included to show how the words included in the spelling activity relate to the expedition.

Students will be able to:
1 ) Identify cre a t i vely spelled words and match them with contemporary spellings
2 ) Learn how various animals and plants relate to the Lewis and Clark expedition
3 ) Use basic grammar skills

1 ) w o rksheets prov i d e d

LEARNING STANDARDS: materials may be appropriate for Illinois Learning St a n d a rd s :
3.A.1, 3.A.2.
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L ewis and Clark both kept ve ry thorough journals that provide a lot of 
information about their expedition across the We s t . When they kept these journals, howe ve r,
no dictionaries existed. This means that they came up with cre a t i ve ways to spell word s .
Match the misspelled words on the left with their correct spelling on the right.

A n a m a l e Mu s s e l s

Vi g i t a b l e s C h e r r i e s

Be e ve r C e d a r

Bu f f a l ow Wa l n u t

Mu s q u i t o r s Shrimp 

Pr a r i e s Oa k

C h e re s A n i m a l

Rasp burry Pa r a k e e t s

Ha s t l e n u t s Mo s q u i t o e s

Fl o u r s Ve g e t a b l e s

Se e d e r Pr a i r i e s

To m e h a w k Be a ve r

C a n o o R a s p b e r ry

R i f l e s Bu f f a l o

Mu s s q u e t s Ha ze l n u t s

Sr i m p Fl owe r s

Mu s t l e s To m a h a w k

Pa r ro t q u e e t s Mu s k e t s

Oa k e C a n o e

Wa l n i t R i f f l e s
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“…this A n a m a l e Bu r rows in the Ground and feeds on Flesh, Bugs & v i g i t a b l e s his shape &
s i ze is like that of a Be a ve r, his head, mouth &c. is like a Dog with Sh o rt Ears. his Tail and
Hair like that of a Ground Hog, and longer; andlighter…” C l a rk, 30 July 1804

“…they wintered and caught a great quantity of Be e ve r… ” C l a rk, 25 June 1804

“…those men inform that the Kansas Nation are now out in the plains hunting Bu f f a l ow, they
hunted last winter on this rive r … ” C l a rk, 5 June 1804

“…the night’s are Cool & a Bre eze rises after generally; sometimes before night which Bl ow s
off the Mu s q u i t o r s cools the atmosphere” C l a rk, 15 August 1804

“…the Pr a ri e s Contain C h e re s, Apple, Grapes, Cu r rents, Rasp burry, Ha s t l e n u t s and a gre a t
variety of Plants & Fl o u r s… ” C l a rk, 1 August 1804

“…limestone rock cove red with scattering pine & s e e d e r, some oak, Hi c k o ry…” Lewis, 25
November 1803

“…my guns, t o m e h a w k s, & knives we re of this class” Lewis, 17 September 1803

“ … r i ver fall 10 inches, the Ba rk Ca n o o set out” Clark, 6 April 1804

“ … o rder eve ry man to have 100 Balls for their R i f l e s & 2 lb. of Buck Shot for those with
m u s s q u e t s” Clark, 10 May 1804

“I also Caught the srimp which is Common to the Lower part of the Mississippi, in this Cre e k
& in the Be a ver Pond is…beads of m u s t l e s…” Clark, 15 August 1804

“I observed a great number of p a r ro t q u e e t s this evening…” Clark, 26 June 1804

“…the hills not high with a gentle assent from the rive r, well timbered with o a k e, w a l n i t,
Hi c k o ry, ash, &c.” Clark, 8 June 1804
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D E F I N I T I O N S

A n i m a l : living cre a t u re; Lewis and Clark encountered many of these along the way

Ve g e t a b l e : edible plant; an important part of the crew’s diet

Be a ve r : animal that lives in water and builds dams by using wood it cuts with its teeth; 
sometimes these dams got in the way of Lewis & Clark’s crew

Bu f f a l o : large animal that roams in herds; a favorite food of the men on the expedition

Mo s q u i t o e s : a pesky insect that leaves itchy bites; this insect was dangerous for Lewis &
C l a rk, because it carried malaria, a serious illness

Pr a i ri e s : open, grassy areas with few or no trees; Lewis and Clark traveled through many
p r a i r i e s

C h e r ri e s : small, red fruit that grows on trees; a treat used in cream and bread pudding with
cherries which was eaten by the members of the corps

R a s p b e r ry : red berry which grows in clusters; these we re picked and eaten straight from the
p l a n t

Ha ze l n u t s : ye l l ow - b rown nut; Lewis and Clark used hazelnuts to make Ha z l e n u t - C o r n m e a l
Pa n c a k e s

Fl owe r : c o l o red blossom of a plant; various flowers we re encountered by the crew along the
w a y

C e d a r : e ve r g reen tree; Lewis and Clark saw many of these along the rive r

To m a h a w k : a xe tool and weapon; all of the men on the expedition carried one of these

Ca n o e : small boat made from dugout wood; this was an important means of travel for the
c o r p s

R i f f l e : type of gun; Lewis and Clark’s men carried these for hunting

Mu s k e t : type of gun; some of the men on the expedition carried this type of gun

Sh ri m p : edible shellfish; some we re caught by Clark in the Lower Mi s s i s s i p p i

Mu s s e l : shellfish with two shells

Pa r a k e e t : small parrot (bird )
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Oa k : f o rest tree; a common tree in the Camp Dubois are a

Wa l n u t : t ree that grows large, edible nuts; the expedition team enjoyed Honey Bl a c k - Wa l n u t
Bread 
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L EWIS AND CLARK JOURNAL ENTRIES

At the time that Lewis and Clark wrote in their journals, dictionaries did not yet exist.
This meant that they we re cre a t i ve with their spelling and grammar. After reading the follow-
ing entries, underline the cre a t i ve spelling andgrammar.

Discussion questions:
How would we write these entries today? 
What did sawyers do?
What is sugaring?
What does a blacksmith do?
Who are the Kickapoos and the Os a g e s ?
Can you define: fowl, badger, pirogue, detachment, memorandum, gill?
No t e : Ko h o k i a = Cahokia, settlement on the fro n t i e r

M r. Chotieu=Mr. Chouteau, St. Louis re s i d e n t

“Tuesday—on the 13th f i xed on a place to build huts Set the men to Clearing land &
Cutting Logs— a hard wind all day— flying Clouds, Sent to the neghbourhood, Some In d i a n s
p a s s . ” C l a rk, 13 December 1803

“ Monday 6th Fe by a fair day Sn ow nearly gone, Some Ice Still ru n n i n g Sick take Wa l n u t
pills, Winser killed a Ba d g e r. My P[ills]—work &c. g reat numbers of wild fowl flying
No rt h e r l y. Swans in great number, river began to fall Thompson return from Ko h o k i a”
C l a rk, 6 Fe b ru a ry 1804

“The Commanding officer directs that during the absence of himself and Capt. Clark fro m
C a m p, that the party shall consider themselves under the immediate command of Se r g t .
Ord w a y, who will be held accountable for the good poliece and order of the camp during that
period, and will also see the subsequent parts of this order carried into effect—

The sawyers will continue their work untill they have cut the necessary quantity of
plank, the quantity wanting will be determined by Pryor; during the days they labour they
shall re c e i ve each an extra gill of whiskey pr. day, and be exempt from guard duty; when the
w o rk is accomplished, they will join the party and do duty in common with the other men.—

The Blacksmiths will also continue their work untill they have completed the [art i c l e s ? ]
contained in the memorandam with which I have furnished them, and during the time they are
at work will re c e i ve each an extra gill of whiskey pr. Day and be exempt from guard duty; when
the work is completed they will return to camp and do duty in common with the detatch-
m e n t . —

The four men who are engaged in making sugar will continue in that employment untill
f u rther orders, and will re c e i ve each a half a gill of extra whiskey pr. Day and be exempt fro m
g u a rd duty. —

The practicing party will in future discharge only one round each per. day, which will be
done under the direction of Sergt. Ord w a y, all at the same target and at the distance of fifty
y a rds off hand. The prize of a gill of extra whiskey will be re c e i ved by the person who makes
the best show at each time of practice.—
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Fl oyd will take charge of our quartes and store and be exempt from guard duty untill
our return, the commanding Officer hopes that this proof of his confidence will be justifyed by
the rigid performance of orders given him on that subject.—

No man shal absent himself from camp without the knowlege and permission of Se r g t .
Ord w a y, other than those who have obtained permission from me to be absent on hunting
e xc u rtions, and those will not extend their absence to a term by which they may avoid a tour
of guard duty, on their return they will re p o rt themselves to Sergt. Ordway and re c e i ve his
i n s t ru c t i o n s —

No whiskey shall in future be delive red from the Contractor’s store except for the legal
ration, and as appropriated by this ord e r, unless otherwise directed by Capt. Clark or myself—

Me r i wether Lewis Capt.
1st U.S. Regt. In f t y. ”

L ewis, 20 Fe b ru a ry 1804
“I returned to Camp at Wood river down the Missouris from St Charles in a Boat from the
Platte rive r, Cap Lewis & my self Mr. Chotieu & Gratiot & went to stop 110 Kickpo fro m
going to war against the Osarges & [perhaps words missing] good W[eather?] river rise”

C l a rk, 21 Ma rch 1804

“I despatched an express this morning to Capt Lewis at St. Louis, all our provisions goods and
equipage on Board of a Boat of 22 oars, [NB: Pa rty] a large Pe rogue of 7 oares [NB: in which 8
French] a Second Pe rogue of 6 oars, [NB: soldiers] Complete with Sails &c. men Compe. Wi t h
Powder Cartragies and 100 Balls each, all in health and readiness to Set out. Boats and eve ry
thing Complete, with the necessary St o res of provisions & such articles of merc h e n d i ze as we
thought ourselves autherised to pro c u re — t h o’ not as much as I think necssy for the multitude
of Inds. Tho which we must pass on our road across the Continent &c. &cl.”

C l a rk, 13 May 1804

“ Set out from Camp River a Dubois at 4 oClock P.M. and proceded up the Missouris under
Sail to the first Island in the Missouri and Camped on the upper point opposite a Creek on the
South Side below a ledge of limestone rock Called Colew a t e r, made 4 1⁄2 miles, the Pa rt
Consisted of 2, Self one Frenchman and 22 Men in the Boat of 20 ores, 1 Serjt. & 7 french in
a large Pe rogue, a Corp and 6 Soldiers in a large Pe rogue. A Cloudy rainey day. wind from the
N . E . men in high Sp i r i t s” C l a rk 14 Ma y, 1804
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1 ) What did sawyers do?

“ Set the men to Clearing land & Cutting Logs” C l a rk, 13 December 1803

C l a rk hired a team of horses from Cahokia, a frontier settlement, to haul logs and bor-
rowed a whipsaw from a local farmer to cut planks. Carpenters and sawyers used whipsaws to
cut planks for roofing, bunks, and tables. The Corps chose trees that we re too thick to use for
w a l l s . A log was raised on a frame or suspended over a pit. One man worked from below, the
other from above, using a whipsaw borrowed from a local farmer.

2 ) What is sugari n g ?

“The four men who are engaged in making sugar will continue in that
e m p l oyment untill further ord e r s … ” L ewis, 20 Fe b ru a ry 1804

Sugaring was conducted by men on the Lewis and Clark expedition. The pro c e s s
i n vo l ved tapping maple tress (abundant in the camp area) and boiling the sap until it cry s t a l-
l i zed into sugar. The men made an incision into the tree bark and created a tube for the sap
to run through into a bucket. The sap was then boiled over fire until it became a syru p. T h i s
s y rup was then stirred until it granulated and formed sugar. The sugar that Lewis and Clark’s
men made was used throughout the expedition.

3 ) What does a blacksmith do?

“ [John] Shields re n ewed the main spring of my air gun we have been much
indebted to the ingenuity of this man on many occasions…he makes his ow n
tools…and works extremely well in either wood or medal” L ewis, 10 June 1805

The captains needed blacksmiths and carpenters to make and repair tools, guns and
b o a t s . Winter quarters we re built at three locations. Patrick Gass served as chief carpenter.
John Shields was a ve ry skilled blacksmith, who forged iron axes at Fo rt Mandan to trade for
f o o d . Blacksmiths for the Lewis and Clark expedition worked with medals to create tools,
guns, and other supplies.

4 ) Who are the Kickapoos and the Os a g e s ?

“ M r. Chouteau’s zeal to promote the public we l f a re, has induced him at the
Instance of our Government, to visit the Osage Nation…to pre vail on some of
their most Im p o rtant Chiefs, to accompany him to the seat of the Government, in
o rder to form a Treaty of Alliance with the U St a t e s” Me r i wether Lewis to
William Preston, St. Louis, 3 May 1804
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In Ma rch 1804, Lewis and Clark met with Kickapoo and Osage Na t i ve American leaders
hoping to pre vent bloodshed. L ewis urged Osage leaders to visit Jefferson in Wa s h i n g t o n . St .
Louis merchant Pi e r re Chouteau agreed to guide them.. L ewis wrote to his colleagues to enlist
their support for the part traveling eastward . The Osage we re Na t i ve Americans who had char-
acteristics of both Plains and Woodland Indians and we re part of the Sioux language gro u p.
The Kickapoo inhabited northern and central Il l i n o i s .

5 ) Can you define: f owl, badger, pirogue, detachment, memorandum, gill?

Fow l : Another word for bird .

Ba d g e r : A small animal that has brown fur with black areas around the face and back. L ew i s
hunted a badger in Nebraska and thought it was the first badger found in No rth America (they
we re common in Eu rope and Canada).

Pi ro g u e : Similar to a canoe, but larger. Pi rogues we re used by members of the expedition to
t r a n s p o rt passengers and cargo.

De t a c h m e n t : Mi l i t a ry group that is responsible for special duties.

Me m o r a n d u m : An important document. We call these “m e m o s” today.

Gi l l : Me a s u re of liquid that is equal to 1⁄2 cup.
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