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Manager’s Corner:           by Brad Winn 
 

 

Hello Everyone!  I hope that you and your family 

are all safe and well.  If you follow us on 

Facebook (and if you don’t why NOT?), you 

already know that we had a very important guest 

at the end of August.  The Governor of Illinois JB 

Pritzker, his wife, and several friends paid a visit 

to our site.  This was not a political stop, but more 

of a vacation to several historic sites and parks 

around Illinois.  This is the first sitting Governor 

to visit the site since George Ryan, during our 

grand opening.  Ben, Cindy, Kristin, and I were 

all very excited to get this chance to meet with 

them and talk.  We gave the gubernatorial party a 

tour of the facility and talked about Illinois’ role 

during the Expedition.  We also got a chance to 

highlight some of the great work that everyone 

has been doing during the shutdown to improve 

our educational and interpretive programs, 

especially online.  Ben gave him a tour of Camp 

Dubois, and Cindy prepared a preview of our 

virtual outreach classroom.  I think we made a 

very positive impression and we hope that he will 

be back.   

In other exciting news, I am happy to announce 

that we received a grant from NPS to affect some 

much needed stabilization repairs to the Settlers 

Cabin.  In the first of October, Tim DeSherlia will 

be replacing the two base support logs on the 

South and North side of the cabin.  These logs are 

exhibiting noticeable weather and insect damage 

and we hope that this effort will strengthen these 

support logs and give us many more years of life 

in the Settler’s cabin.  Keep your fingers crossed 

for a smooth operation and your eyes open for 

pictures in our next newsletter. 

I want to end by saying again how much we miss 

all of you.  The museum does not seem really 

complete without seeing you all every day at the 

desk, the gallery, or even outside for outreach.  I 

do truly hope that you are all doing well and look 

forward to the time soon when we can all be 

together again.  Keep us posted how you are 

doing and we will do the same!  

Society News: 
The COVID-19 crisis has made 

extraordinary changes to the way we do things in 

our everyday lives. We proceed on, but we take 

different paths. Those who have been able and 

willing have continued with the volunteer work at 

the Historic Site. We thank them and applaud 

them. But with many of the members of the Lewis 

and Clark Society of America being vulnerable to 

catastrophic results from exposure to the virus, we 

have not held Board Meetings that are mandated 

by our By-Laws. While we honor and respect 

those rules of operation, for the safety of our 

members we must choose a different - and 

hopefully temporary - way to accomplish our 

goals of maintaining our organization and 

thereby, supporting the Site. Board Meetings are 

suspended through the rest of the year 2020. 

Normally, at the end of the year 2020, we 

would have a General Membership election to fill 

5 Board Member terms to expire at the end of 

2022. With consent of the Board, I appoint the 

incumbents (Everett Loy, Deanna Barnes, Paul 

Imes, Matthew Cook, Barb Mihalich) to continue 

in their position for that next term. In the event 

that any are unable to continue, the President with 

consent of the Board will appoint a replacement. 

A budget is a guideline for income and 

expenditures. Since our 2020 Budget was 

rendered unworkable by unforeseen events, and 

with the uncertainty of future site events and 

restrictions, we will duplicate the 2020 Budget 

and use it for 2021. We will go for normal for 

2021.  

 

Camp River Dubois Dispatch 
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President’s Corner:        by Rex Maynard 

 

Journaling the Beginning 

 

 On May 14, 1804, the great journey began. 

We have written testimony by five eyewitnesses 

who commemorated the initiation of a great 

endeavor by putting into writing a record of the 

event. Four of the five journalists only began to 

journal on that very auspicious day.   

 Captain Clark, who had a lifelong habit of 

keeping notes on his travels and activities, 

recorded they set the sail from Camp River a 

Dubois in a boat of 20 oars and two large 

pirougues at 4 P.M. under a “jentle breeze” from 

the presence of the neighboring inhabitants. A 

crowd had gathered to see them off; it was a 

momentous occasion. He enumerated the 

departing expedition’s number at 39 including 

himself. They proceeded 4 miles up the Missouri 

River and encamped on an island opposite a creek 

on the south shore. He states that his immediate 

goal is St. Charles where he will await Captain 

Lewis.  

 Sgt. John Ordway said that they set out at 

3 O’clock in the afternoon with the firing of a gun 

in front of a number of citizens. In regard to the 

time discrepancy with Clark, we remember that 

time was often estimated by the sun, and it had 

been a “showery day.” Watches were extremely 

rare and cell phones nonexistent. He recorded the 

party to be “3 Sergeants and 38 Good hands” 

which manned a “Batteaux and two pearogues.” It 

is a number more than Clark recorded, which is 

puzzling especially when you account for the fact 

that he did not account for Clark. He records that 

they sailed upriver 6 miles and camped on the 

north side of the river.  

 Sgt. Charles Floyd repeats most of what 

Ordway has written. An interesting terminology 

he adds is that it was a “western expedition.” 

Floyd, who would only live through August, 

bought his journal at Camp River Dubois on 

March 13th, two months before. The journal book 

had originally belonged to an army major in the 

1790s who had only used the first three pages.  

 Patrick Gass, a private who would receive 

a field promotion to sergeant, has a much more 

lengthy entry. We do not have the original writing 

of Gass. We have a published version that was 

probably ghost written from his notes by his 1807 

publisher, David McKeehan. As such, it has the 

benefit of hind sight, written long after the event 

with a general audience in mind. He includes a 

description of the geographical location of Camp 

Dubois or “Wood river.” He numbers the “corps” 

at 43 and says they travelled six miles and 

camped on the north side of the river. It includes 

some language of reflection on the purpose and 

dangers of the expedition, which sound very much 

like an advertisement for things to come in the 

rest of the book.  

 The fifth journal we have was written by 

Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse. We have both his 

original notes and copy he or someone else 

prepared for publication. He writes that this was 

the day appointed by Captain Clark for departure. 

The American citizens of the Goshen Settlement 

came to see them start for the Western Ocean. He 

repeats the number of 3 sergeants and 38 men 

who manned the boat and two “pettiaugers” 

(pirougues). He identifies that the gun that was 

shot was the swivel gun (small cannon). They 

hoisted the sail and received a fair wind from the 

South East that took them 6 miles where they 

camped on the north side. He described the 

Missouri at its mouth as 1 mile wide, always 

muddy, steep banks, and the current running at 5 

½ miles per hour. He also gives the believed 

(though incorrect) longitude and latitude of the 

mouth of the Missouri. 

 Five accounts of the beginning of the 

Expedition of North West Discovery give a a 

fuller picture of that day and emphasize its 

importance to those involved. The small 

discrepancies of the accounts assure us that they 

were independent reporters, using commonly 

believed facts and adding little flavors of 

incidentals that caught their attention. We know 

of one other journal writer whose work was lost, 

Pvt. Robert Frazer. Sgt. Nathaniel Pryor should 

have kept a journal, but there is no evidence that 

he did. Captain Lewis stated that 7 enlisted men 

were keeping journals, but who were they? 
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Governor J.B. Pritzker and the First Lady of 

Illinois toured LCSHS on August 27. They toured 

the Interpretive Center and Camp River Dubois. 

We were pleased to share what makes LCSHS so 

special. 

 

 
 

Brad, Justine, and Kristin installed an interpretive 

panel at the front of the Interpretive Center. It 

shows a map of the Expedition route west. 

 

 
 

The settler’s garden got an upgrade this summer. 

The fencing was replaced, and more topsoil was 

brought in. 
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The flagpole has a new halyard so that we can 

once again fly the flags. Thank you to John 

Sakach Co for assistance in finding the right rope 

and Horseshoe Lake SP for assistance in installing 

it! 

 

 
 

Lewis & Clark Historic Craft Fair 

Cancelled 
The Lewis & Clark Historic Craft Fair scheduled 

for October 17 has been cancelled. This decision 

was made considering the uncertainty of space 

allowances and COVID-19 risks. Next year we 

aim to welcome back our skilled local artisans for 

a Craft Fair tentatively scheduled for October 16, 

2021. 

 

Illinois Humanities Speaker 

Cancelled 
The Illinois Humanities Road Scholar 

presentation on Dolley Madison has been 

cancelled. We hope to host Barbara Kay as a 

speaker in the future since her first-person 

program so neatly with our interpretive period. 

We are also keeping an eye out for the new slate 

of Road Scholars to invite for future 

programming. 

 

Volunteer News:  By Cindy Upchurch 
 

Sadly, one of our volunteers has passed away. 

Jerry (Jerald) Bort passed away on August 28, 

2020. Jerry and Joyce Bort volunteered at the 

Lewis and Clark site for many years. Joyce 

manned the desk and Jerry enjoyed the gallery. At 

the volunteer dinners, they organized the food 

pantry donations.    

  Below, Joyce and Jerry Bort at the volunteer 

dinner in 2013. 

Summer Seasonals 
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Our seasonals are done for the summer.   It was so 

great having a team of four. The site’s 

landscaping and grounds have looked so good. 

Jack Atchley and Katelyn Strobo have returned to 

college. Justine Dorn may return to teaching or 

explore other opportunities. Kristin Fulkerson is 

remaining at the site two days a week for several 

months while attending college. Thank you for all 

your effort and hard work this summer.  

  

Store of Discovery:  By Vicki Clifton 

 

All of us here in the store hope you are all safe and 

healthy.  The store opened July 15 and has been 

staffed by Karen, Pam, and myself.  Brandon helps 

out when he can and Mike Kaufman recently 

retired and has started training to volunteer in the 

store.  Thanks to all of them for helping out!  We 

are following safety protocols and all volunteers 

are wearing face masks and shields for maximum 

protection when visitors are present.  We are doing 

a steady business but are not getting in the groups 

like we would have normally seen in the summer.  

We hope to steadily increase when things return to 

near normal. 

 

I wanted to inform everyone that we now stock 

Lewis and Clark State Historic Site face masks 

with the LCSHS logo on them.  They sell for $7.99, 

but for those who would like one but don’t want to 

come in we are offering shipping for a total of 

$10.00.  They come in navy blue, royal blue, black, 

white, and red.  Just give us a call at 618-251-6244 

to order.  Not only are they very nice looking, they 

also promote and advertise the site.  Stay safe and 

have a wonder Fall! 
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Commemorating the Point of Departure Since 1957 

   Lewis and Clark Society of America 

   #1 Lewis & Clark Trail 

   Hartford, IL 62048 

   www.lewisandclarksociety.org 

   Phone: 618-251-5811 
 

Lewis & Clark Society of America Membership Information 
 

The Lewis and Clark Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating the public about the 

immense importance of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  The dues structure is: 
 

Student   $10 _____ 

Individual   $20 _____ 

Family    $30 _____ 

Business   $45 _____ 

Non-Profit Organization $35 _____ 

Life-Time Membership $300 _____ 

Please complete form and return to Lewis and Clark Society of America: 

NAME  ____________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS  ____________________________________________________________________ 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP ____________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE _______________________       EMAIL ________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lewis & Clark Society of America 
 

Officers 
 

Rex Maynard, President   2021 

Steve Stunkel, Vice-President  2021 

Michael Kaufman, Secretary  2021 

Vicki Clifton, Treasurer   2021 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Fred Andres    2021 

Deanna Barnes    2020 

Mike Bortko    2021 

Steve Bollini    2021 

Matthew Cook    2020 

Paul Imes    2020 

Irma Holmes    2021 

Everett Loy    2020 

Barb Mihalich    2020 

Brandon Paul    2021 
 

 

 

  

  

  

Make checks payable to Lewis and Clark Society 

of America and mail to #1 Lewis & Clark Trail, 

Hartford, IL 62048.  Members receive a 10% 

discount on items purchased in the Store of 

Discovery, located at the Lewis & Clark State 

Historic Site. 

This newsletter is a publication of the Lewis & Clark Society 

of America, Inc., and the Lewis & Clark State Historic Site.  

All Society members and Site volunteers are invited to 

contribute articles or photographs to the newsletter.  Articles 

published do not necessarily represent the opinion or policy of 

the Lewis & Clark Society of America, its Board of Directors 

or its Officers.  The Camp River Dubois Dispatch will be 

published on a quarterly basis and mail March, June 

September, and December.  Please submit by email to 

LCSA@CampRiverDubois.com or by mail to: 

 

Lewis & Clark Society of America 

Newsletter 

#1 Lewis & Clark Trail 

Hartford, IL 62048 

 

Articles and photographs will be used on a space available 

basis and may be edited as necessary.  Both LCSA and LCSHS 

reserve the right to reproduce and distribute items submitted. 
 

http://www.lewisandclarksociety.org/
mailto:LCSA@CampRiverDubois.com

